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Interim  Pastors  Report 

Graham Hoare 

 

 

When Robyn and I decided that the time was right for us to retire and move to our home at 

Medlow Bath we had no idea that God had other plans for us.  I guess it was one of those 

occasions when we smiled and found joy and peace as the Holy Spirit reminded us of God’s 

word in Proverbs 16:9 “We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.” NLT 

Little did we suspect that He would ask me to take up the role of Interim Pastor at BBC; in fact 

that was the last thing on my bucket list!   

 

However God who is gracious and good beyond words caused this past year to be one of 

profound blessing and joy and I can’t thank you enough for the way you loved me (us) 

encouraged me and supported my ministry. 

 

Without question we have had our fair share of challenges and trials during 2015 which is to be 

expected, and faced a persistent and determined spiritual enemy.  Nevertheless, by God’s grace 

and with His protection, and through our standing shoulder to shoulder in our service for our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and in the battle, we were able to keep moving forward with love and 

persistent faith.  I can honestly say it’s been a real privilege for me – thank you. 

 

As I conclude my ministry I want to especially acknowledge and thank the Elders for their love 

and care for Rob and me, along with the tremendous encouragement and support they have 

given to me over this time.  They are a godly, wise, faithful, strong, creative and loving bunch of 

folk. Believe me when I say that in all their service, leadership, prayers and planning, they have 

the spiritual wellbeing of every person, every brother and sister uppermost in their hearts. 

I also wish to thank Mary Roberson for the help she gave me in settling into my routine and for 

sharing the great wealth of knowledge she has about BBC. 

 

I feel honoured that God asked me to serve Him at BBC for “such a time as this” and I’m 

extremely confident that with all the parts of the body working together, and with God’s grace 

and the empowering of His Spirit, and with Andy’s arrival “the best is yet to come.” 

 

 “But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life.   In 

this way, you will keep yourselves safe in God’s love.” Jude 1:20-21 NLT 



ELDERS’  REPORT 

Steve Hodge 

 

Wow, what a year we’ve had in 2015!  We have been so very blessed by Pastor Graham Hoare 
taking over the reins as our Interim Pastor since October 2014.  Words cannot adequately 
express our gratitude to Graham for his graciousness and generosity in stepping into this role in 
our time of need.  We have all grown under his ministry through his teaching, wisdom and life 
experience.  Thank you so much Graham - you have done an amazing job and have placed the 
church in a very healthy place for our new Pastor. 
 
Finances 
Traditionally, when a church is in an interim period, finances generally tend to go backwards in 
a big way.  Praise be to God, that hasn’t been the situation at BBC. Sure, we have been a little 
down in our giving this year, but we have managed.  This is a very clear indication that the 
church is being responsibly managed and faithfully supported by our church family.  God has 
continued to bless us during this period with a very competent Administrator, Greg Mallin who 
always provides very wise counsel and advice; with Ian Gilchrist who has efficiently taken care 
of our finances as Treasurer and last but not least, Mary Robertson who has provided 
wonderful administrative support on a day to day basis in the Church Office.  
God has blessed us with His constant presence, guidance, love and support in meeting ALL our 
needs.  Thank you Lord!  We would however, as an Eldership, encourage you to continue to 
financially support BBC and the new budget as we move into 2016 with a new Pastor and new 
and ongoing ministries that need to be funded. 
Malachi 3-10 says 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store 
it.” 
 
Ministries of BBC  
If we were to mention each of the ministry leaders and their incredible teams, we are 
guaranteed to miss someone’s name, so on that premise we won’t mention specific names.  We 
have been blessed with many talented and generous people who enthusiastically run the 
ministries of the church. We would however like to make special mention of some ministries 
that we sometimes fail to acknowledge:  

 the people who serve on the flower roster all year round arranging beautiful flowers for 
our Sunday and special services…..thank you 

 those who serve on the lawn mowing roster all year round keeping our lawns and 
gardens looking neat and tidy…thank you 

 those who serve us and give us the opportunity to enjoy a ‘cuppa’ together each 
Sunday…thank you 

 those who prepare the communion table twice a month so that we can share this 
special time of remembrance…thank you 



 our women’s ministry it’s great to see woman getting together on a regular basis…thank 
you 

 our youth leaders who pour their heart and soul into nurturing our church of 
tomorrow…thank you 

 our kids church ministry and playtime ministry, what an awesome job you guys 
do…thank you 

 our casserole pool supporters who make it possible for us to meet the physical needs of 
the poor and ill…thank you 

 we have an incredible music ministry with so many talented musicians and worship 
leaders who help us to commune with our Heavenly Father Sunday after Sunday….thank 
you 

 of course without our audio team, our music, singers and speakers would be a little on 
the sad side (I mean audibly)…thank you 

 we are gifted with many great speakers at BBC...thank you for your many hours of 
sermon preparation and for delivering God’s Word to us 

 our pastoral team who visit our sick, who organise travel to medical 
appointments…thank you 

 our management team who coordinate the upkeep of our buildings/grounds and 
practical functions of the church…thank you 

 our home group leaders who continue to do a great job pastorally, caring for those in 
their home groups and teaching…thank you  

 our catering ministry at BBC is amazing and we are constantly spoilt by this great team 
who feed us and look after café church…thank you. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone for your outstanding contribution to God’s work here at BBC and our 
sincere apologies if we have forgotten to acknowledge someone! As you can see we have many 
ministries within our church, often with the same people involved in several ministries - you are 
truly amazing people and without you our church would not be the same. 
Matthew 25:21 NIV says “His master replied - well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 
master’s happiness!’   
 
Thank you everyone for your dedication and support.  If you’re reading this and realise that 
you’re not serving in any particular ministry within our church, please speak to one of our 
Elders to see where your gifts might be best utilized. 
 
Prayer 
One of the highlights of 2015 has been the prayer life of our church with prayer times for 
healing, prayer gatherings established for specific purposes, prayer times within our home 
groups, monthly corporate prayer meetings culminating in a month of prayer in November 
(Prayervember). This has been so important for BBC and the Eldership as we have navigated 
through some difficult challenges throughout this year.  Thank you to those dedicated and 
faithful people who have upheld BBC and the Eldership during some trying times.  It was 



particularly encouraging in our November monthly prayer meeting to see around 35 people 
attending with many young people praying.  It was a great night and speaks loudly of our 
commitment to prayer and our desire to be close to God.  May we encourage you to continue 
supporting in prayer our church, the Blackheath community, Andy & Melissa Collins and their 
family and the direction we move into in 2016.  
Ephesians 6:18 says, “and pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 
 
Youth Pastor 
As you would be aware, we sadly accepted the resignation of Bennett Brown in October 2015.  
Bennett served BBC for just under two years. He has done an incredible job with our youth and 
we wish him all the very best for his future.  As you can appreciate, this has left quite a large 
hole in our ministry to local youth. Nonetheless, one of the legacies Bennett left with us was 
the wonderful team he had raised up and surrounded himself with.  Bennett has mentored and 
developed a talented team of young leaders to carry on the work until the end of the year.  
Please pray with the Elders as we seek God about what we should do in 2016.  
 
New Pastor 
Did we tell you that the Elders are excited about Andy & Melissa Collins and their family joining 
us as our new Pastor?  God has been so faithful!  He has specially chosen this beautiful family to 
minister at BBC and our wider community. Please continue to pray that God will go before 
them in finding them a home, choosing a school for their children and assisting them with all of 
the little things that need to come together when moving.  We as an Eldership are looking 
forward to working with Andy and seeking God’s vision and plans for BBC and our wider 
community in 2016.  A special thanks must go to the hard working pastoral selection team 
under the leadership of Michael Mallin as Chairman, Erika Hodge as Secretary, Leonie Dixon, 
Shane Corney, Ralph Knight and Tim Dixon along with Graham Hoare (as advisor). These folk 
have put many hours, on behalf of the church, into prayerfully considering the person that God 
wanted at BBC. Thank you for the great work you have done in selecting Andy & Melissa Collins 
and their family for BBC. 
 
Eldership 
Graham has placed his name forward to be nominated as an Elder for the 2016-18 period 
(praise God).  Stephen has also offered to stand as an Elder for a further 12 months to help with 
the transition period of our new Pastor with a relatively new Eldership team.  Michael, Shane 
and Max will continue with the Eldership as their terms don’t expire until the end of 2016. As 
you can see, the Eldership will be a little depleted as Tony and Leonie finish on the Eldership. 
We would like to sincerely thank Tony and Leonie for their many years of dedicated service to 
the Eldership.  Tony completes six years service this year and Leonie completes five years 
service.  They have always gone above and beyond the call of duty giving many hours of their 
time to BBC.  It would be remiss of me not to also thank Maggie and Danny for supporting them 
in their roles.  
 



Please continue to prayer as we seek the right person/s to fill vacancies on the Eldership. 2015 
has been a year of challenges for the Eldership with some difficult decisions that have had to be 
made.  Again we have seen the power of prayer and the grace of God in all situations.  The 
Eldership for 2015 has been a great team. They have worked together for many long hours with 
great unity, seeking God and his wisdom for BBC.  
 
2016 and beyond 
The Eldership has been discussing the following in preparation for 2016: 
 

 our outreach to Blackheath and our wider community under the leadership and 
guidance of our new Pastor.  How can we do this more effectively using the community 
programs that already exist?  (ie Rhododendron Festival, Winter Magic, Blackheath Day, 
Community Carols etc) 

 a new and exciting reorganisation of kids church and crèche under the leadership Luke 
& Rachel Hodge 

 reviewing our youth programs, youth group, school Scripture, Crew ministry at MMC etc 

 Graham Hoare will be taking a well earned rest during January, but along with being on 
the Eldership, he will be taking on the role of our Missions Coordinator in 2016.  We are 
excited about this, as our missions coordination has been lacking in recent times. 

 
Please continue to uphold the Eldership as we along with you seek to live out our Church’s 
vision: 
Christ, Community, Compassion. 
 
Thankyou 
The Elders would like to thank YOU, the church, for your support, encouragement and prayers 
as we seek to follow Jesus in all that we do and provide Christ honouring leadership and 
guidance to the Blackheath Baptist Church family and in the community. We are a church that is 
very blessed to have talented people doing many varied roles and we are thankful to God for 
each one of you. 
 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of 

this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



ADMINISTRATOR’S  REPORT 
Greg  Mallin 
 
 

I am pleased to provide this annual report as Church Administrator.  As I write this I have been 
challenged by the world events of Paris and Beirut.  We sit in relative safety in Australia (or New 
Zealand where I am writing this), and particularly our little bit of heaven in Blackheath.  How do 
these world events impact us and influence the way in which we live? 
 
I think for me, it makes me reflect on what I hold dear, and makes me want to do all I can to 
protect it.  Of course one of the things I hold dear is the ability to serve and to worship our 
living God.  And hence preserving the sanctuary of Blackheath Baptist Church is important.  And 
yet there are times I am sure we all take our church for granted.  The church doors will be open 
on Sunday, Graham ( or new Pastor Andy) will bring us one of his powerful and inspiring 
sermons, we'll have a great time of worship and a chat over coffee and life will be good. 
 
And yet the world around us is changing.  In my view we are not threatened by the rise of Islam 
as much as the increasing rejection of our Christian heritage and Christ's place in today’s world. 
 
So what does this have to do with an Administrators Report? 
 
Firstly, we must ensure our church continues to be a faithful, vibrant source of God's message 
to our community.  But the question is how?  We must each be prepared to "do our bit!" 
 
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of those on the Management Team.  Ian Gilchrist 
(treasurer), Jackie Keeling, Alan Wells and Pastor Graham Hoare have all contributed greatly to 
ensuring the Management Team functions and things are quietly done around the church 
buildings. They have been capably assisted by Mary Robertson's continued service in the 
Church Office. 
 
There have been a number of challenges this year.  The year started with the church in a very 
sound financial position.  It was on this basis that the church undertook two non-budgeted 
items - the replacement of fencing and the removal of two trees.  The fence was becoming a 
safety issue and Childcare Services who rent the hall had been put on notice by DOCS that it 
need replacing.  The large trees were starting to drop branches.  The tree in 8 Bundarra had 
several broken branches caught up in the foliage. These were a significant hazard.  
Unfortunately just after this expenditure, our weekly income started to decline below our 
budget.  From the start of the year when the budget was being over subscribed, we have now 
reached a position where the average offering for the year is only $3293 (as at end of October) 
compared to the budget approved by the church of $3,800 per week.  You will see from the 
financial report that we have had to trim expenditure to ensure we remain "in the black." This 
has meant that some expenditure has been postponed.  
 



Heavy rain and hail on Anzac Day caused flooding to the hall. Whilst we foreshadowed an 
insurance claim, it was determined that the damage was really the result of ongoing drainage 
issues.  We really need to replace guttering and install grated drains across doorways. This will 
be carried out when finances allow. Other repairs are needed to the roof and ceiling above the 
Church Office.  Again these will be completed as soon as finance allows. 
 
We eagerly await the arrival of new pastor, Andy and his family. The church needs to provide 
accommodation for Andy and his family.  Rental accommodation in Blackheath is currently 
scarce and becoming expensive.  Please be prayerful that suitable accommodation can be 
found. 
 
The proposed budget for 2016 remains the same as it was for 2015, albeit that 2015 was 
undersubscribed. This will be a challenge for the church in 2016, and we each need to consider 
our level of support for the coming year. 
 
There are many areas of church life that could do with willing hands.  With regards to the 
Management Team it would be good to home some new blood - particularly young blood! 
Please see me if you think you could help or would like to know more. There are other 
ministries also which need support.  How about a hand to mow the lawns, or to provide some 
flowers for the church.  Things like these may seem small, but they all contribute to making BBC 
"our church". 
  
The church has continued to provide accommodation for the Blackheath Area Mens Shed in 8 
Bundarra St. BAMS have carried out several projects this year to improve this building.  Firstly 
the garage (or heavy workshop) was reroofed and electrical upgrading courtesy of a NSW 
Government  Community Partnership Building grant.  Inside the main house, the men have 
removed a wall that was badly damaged by termites, as well as installing a wood fired heater as 
well as some painting.  More projects are planned. I would encourage more of our church men 
to come along and join in.  It is a great opportunity to meet other men from our community. 
 
As we reach the end of the year, I would like to wish you a very joyous Christmas, and a restful 

time in preparation for an exciting 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCIAL  REPORT 

Ian Gilchrist 

 

Through the current year our finances have not maintained our estimated budget figure. Early in the 

year our weekly offerings were on the increase so we outlaid some major work behind 8 Bundarra 

Street (next door). Since then we have endeavoured to keep expenses to the minimum. 

We passed a budget for the year 2015 of $3,800. To date our offerings have fluctuated over the year, 

but overall the average is now $3,293:- 

 August weekly average - $3,130 

 September weekly average - $3,490 

 October weekly average - $3,620 

The current balance of our operating account is now $9,000. 

More than half our giving is now being received via ‘I Give’ which is directly through our bankers, BFS ( 

Baptist Financial Services ) or ‘Netbank’ directly into our account. 

As well, we hold a Special Purpose account which currently has a balance of $6,700. This money is 

mainly used for community events and outreach.    

Over the years we have built up savings which are invested in the Baptist Finances Services Term 

investments totalling $49,000.currently paying 3%. 

The balance of our Baptist Property Trust loan at the end of September is a debit of $92,000. Currently 

we are paying an interest rate of 4.0%pa on this loan. 

We thank the Church for your continuing financial support and look to the Lord expectantly for his 

faithful leading in the year ahead. 

Ian Gilchrist – treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL  CARE 
Graham Hoare 

 
I believe that the many and various needs of people in our church are best met in our Home 
Groups. Home groups provide an environment where our love for one another can be 
expressed through prayer along with practical and compassionate help. 
 
However, I fully understand that for a variety of reasons not everyone is in a position to be a 
member of a group and as such are in danger of being overlooked. For those folk there needs to 
be some other way for them to receive assistance when a need arises. Those needs include but 
are not limited to things such as, transport, hospital visits, Doctors appointments, meals, 
shopping and home visits; this is where the ministry of the Pastoral Care team is invaluable. 
From time to time members of the team assist people with all the above who are not part of 
our church family. 

 
The team has been extraordinary patient with me and forgiving of me throughout this year and 
although we have had conversations ‘on the run’ we have missed being intentional with our 
praying and planning. 
Having said that I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to Merrie and Ian Gilchrist, Jo and Rupert 
Elliott, Marie and Ralph Grose and my wife Robyn for all they did without any real direction 
from me. 
 
As a team we were sad to say farewell to Ron and Jill Simon and Leanne Stokes. Ron and Jill 
were deeply loved members of the PC team for many years. In particular Jill looked after the 
Casserole pool which was a blessing to many. Leanne still keeps in touch with various folk and if 
a need becomes apparent she contacts me. 
 
With God’s grace and every good intention I’m looking forward to working alongside of the 
team in 2016 which praise God will include Max and Ruth Jackson. 
 

 

 

TRANSPORT 

Jo Elliott 

 

I have been carrying out this ministry for many years & I find it very rewarding.  I organise 

transport for people to keep medical appointments when this is necessary. 

This is a great time for people to have fellowship together & sometimes enjoy a bite to eat & a 

coffee. 



HOME  GROUPS 
Leonie Dixon 

 

 

Home Groups are an important part of BBC community 
 
Currently we have 12 Home Groups, consisting of 83 people involved consistently in Home 
Groups which is fantastic for a church of our size.  
 
We had three new groups commence this year, two groups consisting of Light Hill Youth led by 
Light Hill Youth Leader’s and a group consisting of female Light Hill Youth Leaders. Bennett 
developed a vision for our Youth to grow in their relationship with God, and it’s good to see 
them seeking to grow in their understanding of God's word. 
 
At our last Home Group Leaders we discussed BBC's vision and how Home Groups fit into that 
vision, we will continue to refine it at our next meeting but so far we see it this way:  
 
Christ - teaching, learning, discipleship (so that the body of Christ may be built up in unity of 
faith) 
Compassion – amongst participants in group as well as reaching out to others 
Community - pastoral care, reaching out 
 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another.” John 13:34 
 
“Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” Romans 
12:10 
 
We have been blessed this year by two teaching/preaching series developed by Graham and made 

available to Home Groups which were Seven Words from the Cross leading up to Easter and 1 

Corinthians. I know for one, our Home Group were blessed by these studies, they were well laid out, 

meaningful and appropriate. Thank you Graham, for sharing your wisdom and experience with us. 

 
An important benefit of belonging to a Home Group is not only the ability to get to know 
people better but also to support one another, pray for each other and provide pastoral care 
and support to one another.  
 
Our vision is to see everyone in a Home Group, so if you’re not connected and would like to be, please 

talk to Leonie Dixon. 

 

 



PLAYTIME  

Robyn Hoare 

 

It's hard to believe another year has almost gone and we are writing reports for the Annual 

General Meeting.  We commenced the year 4th February and will finish the year 16th Dec with 

a Christmas party. Playtime this year has had much more manageable numbers, and this has 

given us time to be able to talk more freely with the mums, dads and carers.  Most of our 

children are under 3 and babies. 

 

I must thank all those wonderful volunteers who have given of their time to serve our Lord 

through this ministry.  The volunteers this year have been Ruth and Max Jackson, Merrie 

Gilchrist, Janice Polmear, Nicole Chialvo, Aislinn and Vaughan Jones when they have not been 

working.   A special thanks must go to Jo Mackay and Anne Jones who have been there every 

week.  They both have been a tremendous support. 

 

Every week we try to vary the toys and set-up , the children have free play, morning tea, and 

more free play, weather permitting the children love to be outside enjoying the play equipment 

and the sand pit. On the last day of each term we put up the jumping castle which is very 

popular. We have simple crafts every now and then. 

Before Easter we had an Easter egg hunt, which the children enjoyed, during third term we had 

the Fire Engine come one morning and the children were excited to climb into the cabin and 

pretend to be driving the engine. 

 

We went out for a luncheon at Brown’s Siding to say thank you at the end of last term, I 

thought it would be easier then than wait till the end of the year when everyone is so busy. 

 

A big thank to the management committee who had the pine tree removed, put new sand in 

the sand pit, and the grass is always mowed nicely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KIDS CHURCH 

Robyn Hoare 

 

Kids Church has been running every week during each School term with the help of Samantha 

Barnes, and Vaughan Jones. It was great to have Luke Hodge join us half way through the year. 

 

Our numbers can vary anything from 3 to sometimes 8 children. Our lessons have looked at 

Who God is, Heroes of the Bible and The Armour of God.  This last term we are talking about 

prayer.  The week before Easter Samantha shared about the Last Supper and we celebrated 

communion with the children. 

We take turns in taking the lesson and occasionally use craft to tie in with the story. We finish 

the morning with games.  Our aim is to help the children learn more about God, and to have 

fun. 

 

WOMEN’S  MINISTRY 

Kerryn Hawkins 

 
It is hard to believe that this year is nearly over.  Our gatherings may have been few, but it has 
been lovely to see the women of our family coming together and doing life.  Our first forget me 
not finished in April with a reveal night, being a night of celebration and more affirmations. I 
want to thank the women who took part and gave me the feedback I asked for.  My prayer is 
that everyone was blessed by being involved.  

November 1 saw the beginning of another year of Forget me nots.  We have 21 ladies involved 
this time. It has been exciting to see people already blessing others and thinking about ways to 
bless their ladies.  Special thanks to those who are on the welcoming team as you often become 
the go between and gift giver.  You guys rock and are helping make this work. 

19th September we had a coffee and dessert night where Rosie Berner shared part of her 
journey with those who came and shared in the night.  We were all blessed and inspired. 

November 21st will see 20 ladies come together for our Gingerbread House Making Night.  This 
is our 3rd gingerbread making night and seems ready to be an annual event.  This year we have 
Sally Fragar sharing with us. 

It is my prayer that in everything we do as a ministry area, we will see Jesus lifted high and 
community built up.  



CATALYST 

Jenny Bawden 

 

Thank you to everyone at BBC who has supported action on social justice issues this year.  Activities for 

the year have included the following: 

 Work to develop the BBC Catalyst Purpose statement (following the Ministry Leaders seminar in 
February). 

 Raise awareness and take action about chocolate – we spoke at morning and evening services 
about slave labour in chocolate production, encouraged people to buy certified chocolate in the 
lead up to Easter and supplied people with information about what certified chocolate is available 
to buy.  We also gave out samples of certified chocolate Easter eggs and encouraged people to 
write letters to Coles and Woolworths, asking them to double the amount of certified chocolate 
they stock for Easter in 2016.  
We did a follow-up announcement after Easter asking people to continue to buy only certified 
chocolate. 

 A few of the group attended the Catalyst Launch at Baptist World Aid headquarters.  

 In Term 3, we encouraged all BBC Home Groups to do the “Be Love – Five ways to love the poor” 
series of Bible studies. 

 In May, we held a stall at Blackheath Day, selling jewellery for Destiny Rescue.  We also sold it the 
following day at BBC after the church services – raising about $300. 

 In June, three of our group met with our Federal MP, Louise Markus on issues of foreign aid, slave-
made goods entering Australia and tax justice for developing nations (we were encouraged to take 
this action by Catalyst national leadership). 

 In September, an announcement in church and prayer for the Middle East – with a focus on Syria, 
in the light of the conflict and mass refugee flows out of Syria. 

 Discussion in the group about refugees and the need to take action to help this marginalized group 
in our society.  Catalyst Coordinator met with Elders and decision made to have Scott Higgins from 
A Just Cause come and talk to our church in 2016 about refugees and what action we can take. 

 October -Provided copies of the Ethical Fashion Guide developed by Baptist World Aid to BBC and 
encouraged people to use it when shopping for clothes. 

 November - Catalyst Coordinator assisted in a stall operated by Stop the Traffik at the Blackheath 
Rhododendron Festival – getting people to sign postcards to send to chocolate companies and 
also to the Federal Govt about slave-made goods entering Australia.  

 Change for change funds - discussion in the group and decision made to use the funds raised to 
assist a family of 7 children (parents all died from HIV/AIDS) and their grandmother in Uganda that 
our Ugandan Pastor friend Matovu told us about - $250 donated. 
 

2016 looks like a big year for Catalyst at BBC –  we value your continued interest and support. 

 



PRAYER / HEALING  TEAM  CO-ORDINATOR 

Mary Robertson 
 

After each Sunday morning service, prayer is available down the front of the church.  Thank you 

to all the people who volunteer to pray with others at their time of need.  Prayer is always 

available for healing as well, but in particular, we make a point of including prayer for healing 

after the Communion Service, the first Sunday of the month. 

Our monthly prayer meetings have been held regularly on the 2nd Monday night of each 

month.  The attendances have varied, but are always a special time.  The prayer meetings this 

year have been led by various elders, Mary Anne Kunzmann and I.  Each prayer meeting has a 

different focus as the Lord leads.   

In the April prayer meeting, we walked across the road and handed out special Army Gospels of 

St John, which were replicas of the gospels that were given to soldiers going to war.  Most 

people were quite happy to receive a copy.  In June, we participated in a combined churches 

prayer meeting at St Hilda’s before the Winter Magic Festival. 

 In September, we split up into groups of three, and prayed through the various buildings of our 

church – the hall, house and church.  A real spiritual breakthrough was sensed after this time of 

prayer.   

In Term 3, I held an 8 week DVD training course in my 

home on The Power to Heal by Randy Clark.  9 people 

attended – 6 from our church and 3 from Lighthouse 

Church.  All those who came enjoyed it, and went away 

encouraged to be 

used by the Lord in 

praying for the sick.  

On Tuesday, 13 October, a small group went to Mount 

Boyce to do some spiritual warfare prayer.  Mary Anne 

Kunzmann felt led by the Lord to encourage us to do this 

and to claim this territory for the Lord.  Due to occult 

activity in high places, we felt it necessary to pray for a 

spiritual cleansing of this area.  It was good to have Pastor 

Matovu from Uganda with us, who is quite experienced in 

this type of ministry. 

Due to considerable spiritual attack on the church in recent times, the Elders felt it was 

necessary to have a concentrated focus on prayer in November, called PRAYERVEMBER. 



Our November prayer meeting was one of the best attended meetings we have had, and it was 

very encouraging to see a large number of young people participating as well.  We have done 

some prayer walks, and are also planning a day of fasting, and a prayer breakfast. 

 

DATA  PROJECTION 

Rosemary  Barnes 

 

First I would like to Thanks Liz Morgan and Matt Bringham, for the great job they are doing, in 

helping me for this ministry. All has gone as best as it can when you’re working with computers. 

There was an update to the program this year but it had a lot to do with videos – which we 

don’t use, so I decided it wasn’t needed. It costs $199.50 for upgrade. 

There are features I’m thinking of looking at to use; to help musco but time is needed to check 

these more.  

If you have an ipad, iphone you can download (and Pay) for an app. So you can have the words 

on your device. This would be great if you need to sit and can’t see the screen fully. 

 

This is also available for Android, but only if we upgraded to propresenter 6. 

 


